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Mary Cunningham Agee

The 1973 Roe v. Wade decision legalized abortion in the
United States. Since that ruling, women have been able to
exercise a ‘“choice” to terminate their pregnancies. However,
the founder of a unique program maintains that many women
are not really given a “choice,” but are cajoled into aborting
because of a perceived absence of practical alternatives in
giving life to their babies. Mary Cunningham Agee’s mission
is to provide such realistic alternatives to abortion through
her “Nurturing Network.”

Mary’s sincere concern for pregnant women began after she
suffered a miscarriage in 1984. Although she experienced
tremendous grief, she overcame her loss and later worked
through her own emotions so that she can now truly
empathize with others enduring similar losses, including
women with post-abortion depression.

Mary was determined to investigate the problems peculiar
to women with crisis pregnancies before taking any specific
action. The results of a survey she conducted among these
women were surprising. More than 90% of the women
“choosing” abortion would have “‘preferred to find a positive
alternative”! if they had been offered a practical way to follow
their heart.

Although Mary’s study was informal and based on a rela-
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