Reflections on the Meaning of Practical Compassion

A new dialogue

"A new dialogue is beginning to take place which centers on the roll of a healthy society in supporting
women with unplanned pregnancies. | am convinced that lasting progress is being made as the voices of
women are heard calling for a more compassionate alternative to abortion. We are poised at a pivotal
moment in American history when together we will place the cornerstone for an authentic and lasting
culture of life."

TNN translates love into practical compassion

"The time has come to infuse the most culturally-defining civil and
human rights movement of our time with new insight and energy. We
believe that women deserve better than just one option when faced
with very difficult and often unexpected life circumstances.

The Nurturing Network's full-service program of practical support for
mothers in crisis is the nation's pre-eminent Network designed to offer

hope and healing to college and working women seeking more
meaningful alternatives for themselves and their children. | encourage you to join the 48,000 worldwide
members of the Nurturing Network as we translate our love for women and children into practical
compassion."

TNN's non-judgmental, constructive and apolitical approach

"In responding to the call to help build a culture of life, the Nurturing Network has proven to be non-
judgmental, highly constructive and refreshingly apolitical. We are not interested in joining the debate
over whether and how to remove an alternative, but rather, in how best to provide for the immediate
and practical needs of any woman faced with an unplanned pregnancy."

Cultivating a common ground

"Emotionally charged rhetoric and divisive debate have too often distracted both the pro-life and pro-
choice political movements from the mother and child at the heart of this crisis. | believe that the time
has come to recognize the vast common ground that exists between these two allegedly incompatible
groups. Those who support choice can hardly dispute the value of creating another choice; those who



support life can hardly reject an alternative made real. In a spirit of mutual respect and understanding,
we can bind up the wounds of suspicion and harsh judgment that have torn the fabric of our society."

Peace and healing through empowerment

"Empowering each woman to nurture her child's life-- and make the most of hers as well. This is the
mission and purpose of the Nurturing Network. We believe that our efforts to bring practical
compassion and hope to women and children in crisis will promote peace and healing for individuals,
families, and communities worldwide."

Women deserve better than abortion

"At this pivotal time of moral, political and social upheaval in our nation's history, many of us struggle
with the question of how more effectively to promote an authentic and lasting culture of life. We must
do more. Political maneuvering, deceptive rhetoric, relentless media distortion and internal dissension
have discouraged all but the most resilient in our society. Only when we live in a society that genuinely
respects motherhood and provides for the economic and emotional needs that accompany a pregnancy
will the debate over abortion be resolved.

A generation of women has learned through personal experience that women
deserve better than abortion. With a growing body of compelling scientific
research that confirms abortion's psychological and physical risks, it has become
blatantly clear that we must confront this national tragedy with greater urgency
and creativity.

"As more women are finding the courage to speak out about the lasting
emotional and physical harm done to them by abortion, our society is being forced to reconsider the
rhetoric of reproductive 'freedom' and 'choice." A compelling body of scientific research now confirms
the anecdotal stories of a generation of women who admit to the damage inflicted upon them by their
choice for abortion."

Gifts from TNN members

"The Nurturing Network's 48,000 Member Resources in all fifty states and over thirty foreign countries
have provided a safe haven, a resume-saving job, an educational opportunity, medical care, financial
assistance and emotional support to over 19,000 women in crisis. These gifts will literally be
remembered for a lifetime."



Collaborative outreach on college campuses

"Where better to inspire a deep respect for the value of human life than on college campuses all across
America where the idealism and activism of young people provide so much reason for hope."

A personal gift...one choice at a time

"Our ability to embrace the future with genuine hope and courage will depend fundamentally upon our
willingness to more fully believe, consistently live, and patiently teach about each and every person's
belovedness as a child of God. Let us joyfully persevere in nurturing each fragile human life . one choice
at atime."
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