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While many proponents in the pro-life and pro-choice camps
have locked into a stalemate, others are finding common ground
and reaching out to rescue mothers and babies.

Arms Unfolded

By TooD DavVID WHITMORE

peaking in JTanuary to New York state family-planning providers, Senator

Hillary Clinton made the following invitation concerning the abortion issue:

“There is an opportunity for people of good faith to find common ground in

this debate.™ Should Catholics who agree with official teaching on the sanctity
of the fetus — which I do — take up Senator Clinton’s offer?

Thus far, pro-life representatives have, for the most part, declined. The Christian
Defense Coalition has sought to meet with Senator Clinton. However, Carol Tobias,
the political action commitree director for the National Right to Life Committee
{NRLC), commented, “She’s not changing her position on abortion; she’s trying to
make it sound more appealing.”™ David Andrusko, a commentator for the NELC, was
more scalding, describing Clinton’s comments as “meaningless™ and “phony.” Gary
Bauer, president of the American Values organization, referred to her statements as the
“ultimare makeover,”

But wait. In his message to the March for Life the same month, President George
W. Bush called for “secking common ground™ wherever possible. In response, pro-
choice advocates have been as dismissive as their pro-life counterparts. Ellen Good-
man, columnist for the Boston Globe, asked rhetorically, “Where exactly is it “possible”
to find common cause with those who call themselves pro-life?™

Part of the difficulty in finding,
common ground is that, tor the
most part, neither side in the debate
is searching very widely. When
Goodman looks for common
ground, she focuses on “Plan B,”
the after-the-act contraceptive,
which she argues is not an abortita-
cient. Pro-life advocates have pres-
sured the FDA, helping to forestall
approval of Plan B. They criticize
pro-choice representatives for focus-
ing only on the availability of con-
traception, Tony Perkins, president
of the Family Resecarch Council,
has said, “Their idea of reducing
unintended pregnancies is more sex
education and distribution of con-
traceptives. . . . That's not the solu-
tion; that’s part of the problem.”

If we take the Demaocrats’ “Pre-
vention First™ bill as illustrative, the
pro-life commentators’ concerns
appear on target. The bill, put
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